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Guiding Principles
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Leaders in environmental stewardship

Partners in economic development

Providers of excellent customer service



Federal Issues
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• Greenhouse Gas Rules

• Ozone Rule

• Waters of the U.S.

• Asian Carp

• Ballast Water

• Coal Ash Rules

• Type 2 Well Primacy



Statewide Issues
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• Water Use

• Brownfield 

Redevelopment

• 201 Criteria

• Air Toxics

• TENORM Advisory

• Urban Oil and Gas

• Petroleum Pipeline 

Task Force

• Governor’s 

Recycling Council

• Fracking Rules

• Aquaculture



2015 DEQ Priorities
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• Culture Change

• Streamline Burdensome Rules and Regulations

• Increase Recycling

• Combat Invasive Species

• Improve Water Quality and Water Use

• Achieve Air Quality Compliance in All Counties

• Emphasize Remediation for Redevelopment

• Focus on Energy

• Enact Budget

• Expand Role in Economic Development



Environmental Advisory Rules 
Committee (ARC)
 One of eight ORR Advisory Rules Committees

 First one (June – December 2011) 

 Most meetings (33) 

 Most recommendations (77)

 A=Air (20), R=Remediation (24), W=Water (20), 

RM=Waste (9),  G=General (4)
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HIGHLIGHTS: Legislation
 PA 43 of 2012 (E. Kowall) repealed annual wastewater reporting W-13

 PA 108 of 2012 (Casperson)  leaking underground storage tanks R-5, R-6

 PA 190 of 2012 (Casperson) more options in addressing groundwater 

venting R-1

 PA 446 of 2012 (Casperson) provides flexibility and streamlining in the 

cleanup of contaminated sites, and should result in an increase in site 

closures. R-1, R-2, R-4, R-5, R-8, R-9, R-10, R-13

 PA 98 of 2013 (Green)  clarified agricultural exemptions in Part 301/303, 

addressed Wetlands Mitigation Banking and permit exemption for 

drawdowns of dams. W-5, W-12, W-20

 PA 250 of 2013 (Brandenburg) financial assurance for landfills RM-6

 PA 178 of 2014 (Schmidt) beneficial reuse of industrial byproducts RM-2

 PA 542 of 2014 (Casperson) clarifies definition of background R-8, R-11
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HIGHLIGHTS: Executive Order
 EO 2012-14

 Aboveground and Underground Storage Tank 

Programs moved to LARA, Bureau of Fire 

Services.

 Responsible for 5 ORR recommendations R-7b, 

R-7d, R-7f, R-7g, R-7h

 Rescinding rules and adopting National Fire 

Protection Association’s pamphlets.
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HIGHLIGHTS: Rules
 Alignment of state and federal mercury 

rules A-2

 Air permit processing deadlines A-4

 Eliminated waste codes and reduce 

manifest paperwork RM-3, RM-7

 Storage tank rules R-7d, R-7f, R-7g
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25% Net Reduction in DEQ Rules

RULE ACTIONS NUMBER OF 

RULES

Number of Rules on 4-11-

2011 (ORR Startup)

2,856

Storage Tanks Rules Moved 

to LARA

-420

Rescinded Rules -327

New Rules +30

DEQ’s Current Total Number 

of Rules 

2,139
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HIGHLIGHTS: Policy
 Emission limit averaging times and 

compliance testing A-6

 Visible Emissions less than 20% A-9

 District Peer Review Process and 

Technical Support Teams R-15

 Petroleum Non-Aqueous Phase Liquid 

(NAPL) Management R-6

 Dedicated Web page for all policies G-2
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DEQ Policies and Procedures
www.michigan.gov/deq| Regulations| Policy
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http://www.michigan.gov/deq
http://www.michigan.gov/deq


HIGHLIGHTS: Process
 More transparency in the State Implementation 

Plan (SIP) process A-13 

 Coordination of soil erosion and stormwater 

inspections W-15

 Construction stormwater permit exemption  W-16

 Streamline approval to use water treatment 

alternatives W-18

 Improvements to air and hazardous waste 

reporting A-19, RM-5
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Recommendations on Hold
 Waiting for Court of Appeals decisions A-7

 Part 31 rulemaking authority W-1, W-4, W-9, W-10

 Waiting for USEPA actions A-17, R-7b,W-12

 Waiting for NFPA pamphlet R-7h

 See handout for complete list of “open” 

recommendations
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Recommendations Not Being 
Implemented

 Combining Parts 201( Environmental 

Remediation) and 213 (Leaking Underground 

Storage Tanks) into one statute and program R-12

 No local regulation of wetlands W-14

 Electronic air permit A-12

 Approve limited closure where only secondary 

non-health-based standards are exceeded R-16
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QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORTS 

www.michigan.gov/deq | Our Performance| Regulatory Reinvention

http://www.michigan.gov/deq
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